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It has been great to be back in the school after being away in Weeks 1 and 2 on school
review teams at two ACT public colleges. While the two weeks were incredibly busy, it was
a terrific opportunity to experience the School Review process and gain insights that will
support the Lyneham High School Review that will take place next year. Thank you to Julie
Collins for acting in the Principal role during my absence.
Staffing changes
Robin Morrell will be on leave for the remainder of Term 4 and Lisa Price will be acting in
the Deputy Principal (Staff) role during her absence. Kate Davoren will be backfilling Lisa’s
role as Executive Teacher - Health and Physical Education. I would like to welcome Lisa to
the senior leadership team and Kate to the school’s executive team and look forward to
their strong leadership contributions for the remainder of 2020.
World Record!
We were very excited to learn that one of our Year 9 students, Hayden Todd, has set a
world record in the U16 1000m event at the Athletics in the ACT Summer Series #2 at
Woden Athletics Track on Saturday 24 October. Hayden’s time of 2:25.70 eclipsed the
previous record which had stood for 46 years. Congratulations Hayden on an extraordinary
achievement!
High Expectations
I spoke with students this week on the virtual assembly about the high expectations we
have in all that we do at Lyneham High. In particular, I mentioned that we are heading into
a significant assessment period and it is important that students organise their time well so
that they can put their very best efforts into their work and that it is submitted on time.
There are many staff members to support students and I encourage students to ask for
help and assistance early if it is needed. I also reinforced the expectation that students
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come to school each day wearing either school uniform or clothing aligned with our colour
code and dress code. Additionally as students move through our school community (e.g.
public transport, local shops, etc.) it is equally important that their behaviour, language and
actions represent themselves and our school positively.
SEAACT Science Awards
Congratulations to all students who completed projects and submitted them into the
Science and Engineering Fair 2020. Last week I was invited to present certificates and
prizes to students at an in-school ceremony (see photo below). I was delighted to hear that
two students, Hadia Bizhan and Alex Wong, have been selected to represent the ACT with
their projects being entered into the National BHP Foundation Science and Engineering
Awards. We were also delighted to learn that Lyneham High School has won both the
Special Education Shield and the Secondary Education Shield for 2020. This is an
outstanding achievement recognising the collective effort and achievement of all
participants. Finally I would like to express my thanks to the many teachers who have also
worked hard to support our students develop, complete and submit their projects.
Year 6 Transition Visits
Last week we were delighted to host four transition visits for year 6 students who will start
at Lyneham High in 2021. They met their year coordinators (Ms Bhalla and Ms Hoang),
received information about what to expect at high school, met some of our year 9 students
who will be peer support leaders, enjoyed a band performance, took a tour of the school
and engaged in Art and STEM activities. Building a connection to the school is so
important to ensure that transition from primary school to high school is both smooth and
successful for all of our students. Many thanks to the staff members from Arts, Music and
Technology who prepared and delivered sessions and to Amanda Murtagh, Bhavia Bhalla
and Thu Hoang for their organisation and leadership of the visits.
Community Respect
I would like to again ask for parent support to remind all students that walk between
Dickson (including the Dickson Interchange) and Lyneham High School to respect the
private property of our neighbours living in “The Pines”. Students must not trespass on
their private property to take short-cuts and should not enter or walk through the
driveways, carparks, gardens or private areas belonging to residents. Students should only
use the public footpaths along Murdoch Street, Goodwin Street, Oliver Street and
Northbourne Avenue.
World Teachers Day
I would like to sincerely thank our P&C parents for the lovely morning tea that they put on
for all staff to celebrate World Teachers Day last Friday. All staff greatly appreciated the
COVID safe individual servings prepared for us and the lovely messages of appreciation
and support from our parent community.
Cyber messages from ACT Policing
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ACT Policing have recently raised concerns about young people’s use of social media, and
how cyber abuse and cyberbullying can quickly intensify in scale and nature. You may be
aware that during the school holidays a distressing incident occurred at the Weston Skate
Park where two young people were stabbed, and an 18-year-old later died. ACT Policing
have asked us to share a video link with you about the incident that also includes advice
about

community

safety

and

cyber

safety

for

our

young

people

(https://youtu.be/4w9Noq1J5Gk). I have also included in this newsletter an item that
highlights ‘Online eSafety Resources for Families of Young People’ and encourage families
to use these resources to support conversations at home.
Finally there are many things happening in the coming weeks including the Inner North
Cluster Indigenous Celebration 2020 (during NAIDOC Week), Multicultural Day, School
Captaincy elections, Massed Bands performance and preparations are continuing for our
end of year celebrations. It is a busy time of the year and I want to thank the many staff
and students who are working hard to make sure these opportunities can happen.
Rob Emanuel

Amisha Tailor, Alex Wong, Aidan Tscharke, Ned Johnston, Zenta Canudas, Jason Stevens, Adam
Stannard, Cho Barnes, Hadia Bizhan, Sarah Meixner, Olive Goode, Liam Sankey, Aidan Belling,
Christopher Fitzsimons, Kai Conroy

Online eSafety Resources for Families of Young People

Chromebooks and Charging
Due to a recent surge with students using their Chromebook chargers in an unsafe
manner, it’s timely to remind the community that it is the student's responsibility to
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bring their Chromebooks to school fully charged every day. Students are NOT to
bring their chargers to school. Should your child’s Chromebook have issues with
retaining charge, or if they have forgotten to bring it fully charged on a particular day,
they should see Mr Meldrum, our IT officer located in the library.

Music Notes
Term 4 Performances
All Band Program families have been sent an email outlining the performances and
events that are planned for term 4. The link to the performance calendar is here.
Instrument Returns
With the end of the school year fast approaching, we will soon start the procedure of
collecting all school instruments from students for our annual stocktake.
As this is a massive task for our staff, we would like to ask for different instruments
to be returned at different times.
On Tuesday 10 and Wednesday 11 November (Week 15), we are asking all
students to return their second, 'home or H’ instruments to the keyboard lab,
during their band lessons. These instruments are those that are owned by the
school, but are of lesser quality and issued as instruments to keep at home
for home practice.
From Monday 16 November (Week 16), all school owned instruments will
need to remain at school. Students will be able to access these instruments
for band rehearsals and performances, but no longer taken home.
Students who own their own instrument are advised that their instrument
should be stored in their locker from Monday 16 November until the end of
this year. If the student does not have a locker in the main building or their
instrument does not fit into the locker, then we will try to find an alternative for
them. We will discuss in Band classes.
Please ensure that all instruments are washed thoroughly with the proper covid 19
health and safety protocol upon return. The link to the hygiene section on Lenni is
here.
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Additionally, we remind families to encourage their children to complete the short
stocktake quiz informing us of the state of their instruments. This will greatly assist
our procedure. The link to the form is here.
Our aim is to allocate the 2021 instruments in week 19 and the students will be able
to take these home over the summer break.
Week 13 Virtual Performances
Beginner Concert Band:
Tequila
We Will Rock You
Year 9 Concert Band:
Gangnam Style
You’re Welcome
Year 10 Concert Band:
Happy
The Devil Went Down to Georgia
KC & the Sunshine Band Medley
Senior Jazz Band:
Get it On
Band Uniform Donations
We want to thank all of the families who have returned and donated band uniforms,
however we are always looking for more. Specifically, we are hoping for donations of
blue band polo shirts, blue band hoodies, black trousers and black socks.
Additionally we would like to thank the families who have donated instruments to the
Band Program; your generosity is very much appreciated.

Careers News
Congratulations to Brandon Franic, Sabrina De Marco and Penny Amoore who all
graduated from their vocational studies last month. Vocational Learning Opportunities
(VLOs) are short career education and vocational learning programs offered to young
people in years 9-12. VLOs aim to connect students with their school, community, learning
and the world of work in an adult learning environment.
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Languages at Lyneham
Fedwa Faried in Year 8 represented Lyneham High admirably at a prizegiving
ceremony on Friday 30 October at the Alliance Française. She recited the poem ‘La
Lessive’ that she won second prize in the ACT for, along with the winner from Melba
Copland School.
Lucky French classes have been able to do cheese tasting with money from the
school budget. Each group decided on the favourites, either Brie, Camembert or
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fromage suisse. Also, we saw advertisements in French and found out about the
history of cheese, which has actually been around for 8,000 years!
Indonesian students will go to the zoo on Friday 13 November to see native
animals and eat an Indonesian style lunch. We encourage interested year 8s to
return their notes to the front office for this trip.
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Seeking Second Hand Uniform Donations
Do you have any good-condition and outgrown school uniform items cluttering up
your cupboards? If so, please consider donating them to the school’s second hand
clothing pool. Simply have your child drop them at the front office, or with Trevor in
the Youth Worker’s room.

World Teachers Day
Friday 30 October was World Teachers’ Day. The Lyneham High School P&C and
Executive Team hosted a morning tea to celebrate. The P&C wishes to
acknowledge the amazing work of the Lyneham High School teaching staff and
extend its gratitude for all their efforts, especially their embodiment of the school
values of care, quality and creativity.
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Term 4 Planner
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